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Abstract

An Exegetical Consideration on the
Cherubim above the Ark

Even though the general figure of the cherubim is abundantly
attested in the Ancient East, the figure of the cherubim over the ark
appears identical to nothing else. So, the best way to attempt
reconstructing a picture is to return to the text. However the Old
Testament does not depict the definjte form of the cherubim except for
two outstretched wings (Ex. 25:18-20; 37:7-9). With respect to the:
outstretched wings of the cherubim, many scholars contend that these:
archaeological finds illustrate that the winged cherubim over which’
Yahweh is sitting had the function of the throne as a royal character.
However, there is no hint that the cherubim are a throne throughout
the text of the Old Testament. The biblical materials display various
functions of the cherubim: 1) cherubim as guardians of the way to the
tree of life (Gen. 3:24) 2} cherubim on the ten curtains of the
tabernacle (Ex. 26:1) and on the veil (Ex. 26:.31) 3) cherubim involved
in reference to God' s movernent (2 Sarm. 22:11; Ps. 18:11; Ez 1, 10)
4) cherubim in the temple of Solomon (1 King. 8). The biblical texts
display various functions of the cherubim. The figure of the cherubim
on the ark primarily represents Yahweh' s attributes such as

transcendent sovereignty, omnipresence, glory, and majesty.

Key words: ark, cherubim, atonement place, throne, glory
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T 2F0 g A A oje) g 7)&3k ot oy
2t A7 AA AR F 108 dFES v T G7Eke] 2 &
TSI ] 3tk 88 o)A A Iind iRk AR o]
a7k ofel o R ofFEl o AL AEA Btk A
gohgoignl. 2EiA 7] G HEIMKIV) 5L shide]
Hate] omE HYsr)E B FAT HZ FJoHEG(GNT,
NCV, NIV, NLT, NRSV, NASB, ESV) I&& shyde] 2= ¥
A& FASA] Gl o)AE B4 tig 5444l oot
TR wEEE Q13 v|aigdTe] Firl njRl ko) E Re e
Bolnt & <7 Ho7A o] Foldl At 78 B2 gk 11
o thgk 44, 53] dojd, 45 ofr| & =Ee RAojrk

2 oje1at 714l
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HAS o] @19 o kebe- A7 SlHejojelA FolE <+ 9]
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1) Cf.D.N. Freedman & P.Q" Connor,Freedman,  gain: TWAT IV, 326; AEL 7,2603.
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dPEAE YR 8 38 20 Ao OFE 180
AUIE Wl Bl ST gtk WA 28 /193 A
of heiAl Mettingeri= #Mu7]o} 719¢ 24480} > T2k o] 28]
&) AN Fart o= A AR Ahieke] ek wioh=a)= A met
T Aok 2318 AR AFH PSS TEL o] ATde] Fhtet
Boll S7171 A Fop ol 27198 F1 gehE 20:18).

3 159 5y

T BEE AN T e Adetas 1ge) I e
BAFSEA] Sh=ti(# 25118; 37:7-9). o) AL 18] TThALE] ) 2k ok
S AR oliutde 9164 o AAE 4R Best gtk
€ 5 Y& Aok AM LEe] Uik Ykl S mas)
A Ak IR 5 A 7k Aol ER SRS Sl A

2) Miguel Civil, A. Leo Oppenheim, Eirica Reiner (ed.), The Assyrian Dictionary k,
Chicago: The Orjental Institute, 1971, 216, 559.

3) T.N.D. Mettinger, Israelite’ Aniconism: Developments and Origins, in: K. van der
Toorn (ed.), The finage and the Book, Leuven: Peeters, 1997, 203: A gl
15 B AL A S Aol Solof S, Mok o F e i 7]ofe]
A golob g Reley”
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74]«1 & A7I71%= itk @07 g ARIEEAE ke B
wjelzhs: 71715 g} 0 WA Epm]olo A ALAL Eofl AlA) W]
SHeEE @AV AL mE]e] Bl B AR 9l gl AE g1,
= dae] wElel @V g EFAR QTR ohEg ok} Algje]
%k €AEH Apte] SrElut o & g B 4RI AFE /AT
& Aol Yoh® B3 o JE 2332 e e b
HASATE 2P A ARe] Bl Q17te] vlE)rh @gli=v) v}
Yot Alglol ] higtel] W] BEE oe gl 294t
B A= & AP AAE S AV FE 71 FE SR
g 2kA 2 HAYAE e AV SEar gtk o3 my
2 o2 1:6-11; 10:14-220]) JeRE “180) &g oAzl 1
S A ] 28T o) 2~ 41:18, 199] 258 ofufole] EAkl v
Wl AL o= 2w mpefelid] A3t M) Agsith &

4y M.Lurker, Warterbuch biblischer Bilder und Symbol, Munchen: Kisel Verlag, 1973,
103.

5) D.Collon, First Impressions: Cylinder Seals in the Ancient Near East, Chicago: The
University of Chicago, 1987, 32-74,

6) M Metzger, Kdnigsthron und Gottesthron, AOAT 15/1, Neukirchen-Viuyn:
Neukirchener, 1985, 320-322,

7) O.Keel, & Chr.Uehlinger, Gétinnen, Gétter und Gontessymbole; Neue Erkenntnisse
zur Religionsgeschichte Kanaans und Israels aufgrund bislang unerschiossener
ikonographischer Quellen, QD 134,1992, 190f.
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BEEHE 71%0] Sl s,
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F BB B PR TAY T8 FEAs B aes 3
o]tk WAR WU 28 WS Wrfolu} Nl =
AR AR WS et AR PEr 2 wdgd,
9 olzle m1o olsrl REE ) ST M5 A1 ohAEi
2 Bt}

283 1 IFE N WS, S35 g Faley = e
& ojufsich. BEo] ofglee o] THo| He] M AFL gl
FA 228 Felok @] BEolth @e A 9T (¥,
prm)olehs e BE A1 lsh= B4 sl (&, W 82, 3
A, Lev. 6:7; X A4 314, 4:6, 17; oFe] 3%, & 28:37; 3ot , 26:9).
Tt o3 goh Aatglo] TEE XS 9L 7k 90Tk
2T} Rashbam® &322 tlaiths AL £5a0] 298 gk
A8 lFIBTHL FTL 0 Teh] Tgo] &2 PR Fo)7] wjE
o ‘M=Z divishs 3 3 S M= A & o] BHA vhEE]

8) o7]+] gk A ¢ F4, of, Monique Alexandere, L' Eipée de flamme (Gen. 3,24):
Textes Chrétiens et traditions Juives, in: Hellenica et Judaica, Leuven: Peeters, 1986,
403-441.

9 C. Houtman, Exodus {II, COT, Kampen: Kok, 1996, 374.

10} F. Josephus, Jewish Anriquitie, J.St. J. Thackerar & R. Marcus (trans.). Cambridge,

Massachusetts: Harvard Press, 1988 (Ant 7.1C3f.).
11) Rashbam, Rashbam's Commentary on Exodus edited and translated by Matin I,
Lockshin, BJS 310, Atlania, Geogia: Scholars Press, 1997, 314.
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o| Haran& ‘¢) 2 (upwards)2l= YL $451e] 90 2 Az
Tl 2R FAg vk FATEY e 0F Baks o
FES} Algjoh B 2R M T 2 YFo] Ak 3w A7) =gk
BHAM Tdd 2 e] ¥aK18%2, Thutmosis IV, Amenophis
e YAed Agase] weko|grh, nrws 357 57) 26

12) B.Jacab, The Second Book of the Bible: Exodus, Hoboken, New Jersey: KTAV
Publishing House, 1992, 777. .

13) @H] AFE 2Fe] d2¢ ojdclely UEE IFYrE T8 Il 22 Pas
@t} Ci F. Michaeli, Le Livre de L’ Exode, Paris: Delachaux & Niestl, 1974, 233.

14) Cf.U.Cassuto, A Commentary on the Book of Exodus, Jerusalem: The Magness
Press, 1967. 322.

15) M.Haran, The Ark and the Cherubim: Their Symbolic Significance in Biblical
Ritual, Israel Exploration Journal 9, 1959, 36.
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EEE0] ofsl7h EE R IE B S dEevie 2,
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N ole) shvdel Aedt 4498 ksl S3le)E RAs
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Sarnas= ol7]9] A18HzQ] ou]E Rk “slme) BAE Y2
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16) Cf. Roland de Vaux, Bible et Orient, Paris: Les Editions du Cerf, 1967, 243-247;
Haran, The Bas-Reliefs on the Sarcophagus of Ahiram King of Byblos in the Light
of Archaeological and Literary Parallels from the Ancient Near East, /E/ V1II, 1958,
14-25; H. Gressmann, Mose und sein Zeir, Gbutingen : Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht,
1913, 2., 190f.; M. Metzger, Jahwe, der Kerubenthroner, dies von Keruben flankierie
Palmette und Sphingenthrone aus dembanon, Ingo Kottsieper, Hirgen van Qorschot,
Diethard Romheld & Harald Martin Wahl¢hrgs.), Wer ist wie du HERR, unier den
Gottern?, Gottingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1994, 79f.
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17) Nahum M. Sarna, Exodus, The JPS Commentary, Philadelphia; The Jewish
Publication Society, 1991, 161.
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AHEN, 22 8-S Fuds T TGS 22011 A 18:11) ¢4
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Al7p ope) AJFRl #Eo)7] Wioleh AMEdS} 22:112] A o
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A3 1049 WalT wiel] o Ui AH BEe 2 753 2l
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4) ERE AHA g Abolof AT g2 e WA
JE =T BAE W] REEE o] 1F-8 okgle] s A4
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18) Cf. W. Janzen, Exodus, Waterloo, Ontario: Herald Press, 2000, 343.

19) CL 0. . Klement, /T Samuel 21-24, Context, Structure and Meaning in the Sarmuel
Conclusion, Frankfurt Main: Peter Lang, 2000, 202,

20) Allan Haman, Psalms A Mentor Comimnentary, Ross-shire: Christian Focus
Publications, 1998, 108.
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s o] A ETE KIVEE NIVE ‘Ale] (between)T} = # x|A}
£ ’%?J?ﬂ H, o] A2 FA7E g w) Lol Alel, 2L Yo g2l
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21) CL. CF. Keil, Biblischer Commentar ilber die Bucher Sainuelis, Leipzig: Dorffling
und Franke, 1875, 46, H.W. Hertzberg, Die Samuelbmhcr ATD 9, 10, Gottingen:
Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1965, 33; R.W. Klein, 1 Samuel WBC 10, Dallas, Texas:
Word Books Publisher, 1983, 36; A.H. van Zyl, 1 Samuel, POT, Nijkerk:
Callenbach, 1989, 77f.; A. Caguot, & P. de Robert, Les Livres de Samuel, Geneve:
Labor et Fides, 1994, 73. _

22) Stocbes} Stolz= o] F 2@g vl LR} Kerubenthroner) 2 WA E0 24 o
Ay Bl Rajed: 0. Stoebe, Das erste Buch Samuelis, KAT VIII1,
Giitersloh: Giitersloher Verlagshaus, 1973, 128; Fritz Stolz, Das erste und Zweite
Buch Samuel, ZB, Zurich: TVZ, 1981, 39. Murray % 47 6] 242 w9 ¢18 A7)
T} “He may be summoned to assert his tegal authority over his enemies by bringing
victory to his people of the divine warrio:r-king enthroned over the ark in the
shrine.”: D.F. Murray, Divine Prerogarivé and Royal Pretension: Pragmatics,
Poetics and Polemics in a Narrative Sequence about David (2 Samuyel 3. 17-7.29),
IS0T S8 264, Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1998, 119,

23) CL. David 1.A. Clines, Dicrionaryof Class Hebrew 1V, Sheffield: Sheffield Academy .
Press. 1999, 3171
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cherubim)e)e}iL ERE2l(cf. YLT), WoudstraZ} A Al5H=0] F o]
Abolel at B2 withE QoA 1< 5-& 5 3 AstAl=
2F 2 el Aoltk o]3E F v EoX BHIAN, ‘B
A Fol Adprls AF 2 Eox] BEY & & Rolvh® kel
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BAE & glrh. FolEThe of7)x 718 o & A2 1)) A
=90] Shbde] et Ao} 22 Holdahal Jde mdsh] ¢
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24) Cf. S.THague, ‘am, in: New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology
and Exegesis 1, 1997, 506,

25) M.H.Woudstra, The Ark of the Covenant from Conguest to Kingship, Philadelphia:
Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Company, 1965, 73.

26) Cf. Elie Borowski, Cherubim; God s Throne?, Biblical Archaeology Review 21 (4),
1995, 36-41.
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27) O. Eissfeldt, Lade und Stierbild, ZAW 58, 1940/41, 190f.; “Dicse Beschrankung des
Blicks auf die ATliche Uberlieferung selbst ist um so meht geboter und um so eher
berechtigt... daallzu fruhzeitiges Absehen von ihr, verbunden mit allzu
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Freudigkeit zu Analogieschlussen aus ahnlich anmutenden Erscheinungen in Israels
Nachbarschaft zu einer Skepsis gegen jene Uberlieferung gefuhri haben, die sie in
Wahrheit kaum verdienen durfte.”
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